
Christine Joyce

From: Deborah Gaul [dgaul@mbtaadvisoryboard.org]
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2012 11:26AM
To: Deborah Gaul
Subject: MBTA Advisory Board Members
Attachments: Draft Resolution(5-1 -12) .doc; Resolution cover letter.doc

Importance: High

DearAdvisory Board Member:

Attached please find a cover letter and draft resolution approved at the last MBTA Advisory Board. We are asking all of
the members of the Advisory Board to present it to their fall town meetings, Boards of Selectmen or City Councils for an
affirmative vote. We believe that the Governor and the Legislature need to reengage on the issue of transportation
funding in the fall and earlywinter. Remember that the recent fare increase and service cut debate was about fixing a
one year rroblem and the underlying transportation funding problems facing the Commonwealth have not been fixed.
We are asking all the communities in the MBTA Service District to weigh in on this issue through the resolution, so that
our voices may be heard.

I hope that you will take action on this request. We need to stop lurching from crisis to crisis and find a long-term
solution to our transportation finding needs.

Thanks for your help. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

PaulRegan
ExecutiveDirector
MBTA AdvisoryBoard
177TremontStreet
Boston,MA 02111
phone:617-426-6054
fax: 617-451-2054
MBTAAdvisoryboard.org
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The MBTA Advisory Board

May 29, 2012

DearMBTA Advisory BoardMemberCommunities:

At a recentmeetingof theMBTA AdvisoryBoard,yourrepresentativessoughtawayto
beheardon thecritical transportationissuesfacingEasternMassachusetts.We agreedthat
by anyobjectivemeasuretransportationfundingis inadequateanddoesnotreflecttherole
andimportanceofroads,bridgesandtransitto citiesandtownstoday. Despitenewsstories,
editorials,conferencesandactualprotestsin thestreets,therehasbeenlittle movement
towardsarealsolutionto ourtransportationwoes.

Werecentlyfinishedaprocessstartedby MassDOTto raisefaresandcut serviceatthe
MBTA. AlmosteveryoneagreesthattheRegionalTransitAuthorities(RTA’s) are
underfundedandhavebeenforyears. Thereis a strongeffort thisyearto betterfundChapter
90, butthat fundingwill notmakeup for theyearsthatcommunitiescouldnotafford to
maintaintheirlocal roadsandbridges. Finally, if youareacommunitythathastriedto go
thoughtheMetropolitanPlanningOrganization(MPO) process,you knowthatonly a fraction
oftheproposalsubmittedactuallygetsfunding. Takentogether,thesignsareclearthatthere
is a crisis in transportationandthattheMassachusettscommunitiesarebearingthebruntof
it.

Yourfellow membersoftheMBTA AdvisoryBoardvotedto askeachof our175
membersto consideraresolutioncalling on thegovernorandtheLegislatureto developa
comprehensiveandlong-termsolutionto thetransportationcrisis. Enclosedis a draft
resolutionthattheMBTA AdvisoryBoardis askingeachTownMeeting,BoardofSelectmen
andCity Council to consider.We areaskingyou to passaversionofthis resolutionbetween
nowandnextNovemberto keepattentionfocusedon ourtransportationneeds.Tell the
GovernorandtheLegislaturethatMassachusettsCommunitieshaveroadsandbridgesto
maintain,projectsweneedbuildanda reliabletransitsystemto serveourcitizens.Please
passyour resolutionandtell BeaconHill to movepastthegridlock.

Sincerely,

PaulRegan
ExecutiveDirector

Enclosure
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MBTA Advisory Board
& the 175 cities and town comprising the MBTA Service District

Whereas the transit, highway, road, bridge, and rail network of Eastern Massachusetts is an
essential component for the economic activity of the Commonwealth, and all of New England,
and

Whereas the funding to maintain, upgrade, and improve those components of the
transportation infrastructure under the control of the Commonwealth those Massachusetts,
and its authorities has been inadequate for over a decade, and

Whereas the funding to maintain, upgrade, and improve local transportation infrastructure
under the control of this municipality, and other through the Chapter 90 program, MPO
discretionary funding, and other sources has also been inadequate for over a decade, and

Whereas the citizens of this municipality have absorbed MBTA fare increases and reductions in
MBTA services, as well as a general deterioration of the highways, roads, bridges, and sidewalks
relied upon every days by millions of Massachusetts citizens, and

Whereas investing in transportation infrastructure is an investment in the people of this
municipality, this region, this Commonwealth, and this nation, and

Now be it hereby resolved, that the people of this municipality call upon the Legislature and the
Governor to immediately address the operating and capital maintenance issues negatively
affecting the transportation infrastructure of this municipality, those of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, and its Authorities.

Be it further resolved that the citizens of this municipality request that the Legislature and
Governor act swiftly to devise a permanent and sustainable way to invest in the basic
maintenance and operation of the transportation infrastructure of this state; so that it may act
as a catalyst economic development, environmental stewardship, and the health and well being
of all citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Acton Board of Selectmen


